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FP2020 REFERENCE GROUP 
MEETING REPORT 

17-18 April 2019 in Washington, DC  
 

 

 

 

MEETING REPORT 

 

The FP2020 Reference Group (RG) convened in Washington, DC at the United Nations Foundation on April 18-
19, 2019 to discuss the future of the partnership, how young people can be involved in the post-2020 framework, 
the crucial linkage between family planning and universal health coverage, and perspectives on numerical goal-
setting for the years ahead. By the end of the meeting, the Reference Group outlined a course of action for itself, 
the Secretariat, and partners to enact immediate measures, resolve problems, and accelerate progress.  
 

HIGH-LEVEL OUTCOME: Building on progress to date, Referencing Group members provide leadership and 

counsel at a pivotal time in the lifespan of the partnership to continue to drive toward the 2020 goals, identifying 

where progress is happening and where progress is possible to create a new vision for family planning post-2020. 

• Objective 1: Reference Group members assess global community input and feedback from the post-2020 
consultation processes to build a vision for family planning to 2030 that sustains the current momentum and 
builds off what we have learned in accelerating progress in family planning.  
 

• Objective 2: Reference Group members, their respective institutions, and partners are well-prepared to 
mobilize strategic and thoughtful responses to time-sensitive priorities in the field, including the impending 
release of the ECHO trial results, informed by up-to-date briefings on work that is underway, and challenges 
surfaced at the global and country-levels. 
 

• Objective 3: Reference Group members champion incorporation of FP within the growing UHC movement 
and benefits packages, with a specific emphasis on quality of care and country-driven, results-based, and 
sustainable financing approaches. 

 
The agenda and participant list can be found here: http://www.familyplanning2020.org/about-us/reference-group. 

 

Please see a letter from the Co-Chairs in the FP2020 Special Edition: Inside the Reference Group newsletter for 

additional information. 

 

SUMMARY OF DISCUSSIONS BY SESSION 

 

Session 1.1: Welcome & Introductions 

Co-Chairs Dr. Natalia Kanem, Executive Director, UNFPA and Dr. Chris Elias, President of Global Development, 

Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, formally welcomed the Reference group to the meeting and completed a round 

of introductions. Though not all were able to attend in person, new Reference Group members include: Dr. Aouele 

Egene Aka, Government of Cote d’Ivoire, Dr. Mariam Claeson, Global Financing Facility (GFF), Dr. Senait 

Fisseha, Buffet Foundation, Ms. Sicily Kariuki, Government of Kenya, and Margaret Schuler, World Vision. The 

Co-Chairs reviewed the objectives and noted that this is a pivotal time in the FP2020 partnership and 

acknowledged that while 2020 is a milestone that has captured our full attention, and we are accelerating into the 

final stretch, it won’t really be a finish line but a pathway to progress to 2030.  

http://www.familyplanning2020.org/about-us/reference-group
https://medium.com/@FP2020Global_20685/inside-the-fp2020-reference-group-ed429cdf51cd
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As part of the orientation for new members, the Co-Chairs highlighted the roles and expectations of Reference 

Group members and that meetings serve to assess FP2020 progress in detail, discuss and debate the challenges 

facing us globally and, in each country, and converge on next steps. 

Session 1.2: FP2020 Partnership Update  

FP2020 Executive Director Beth Schlachter opened the session with a series of updates on Secretariat-led 

activities since the July 2018 Reference Group meeting, including significant engagement at all levels during the 

International Conference of Family Planning in Kigali, the comprehensive launch of the Annual Progress report 

which now serves as the annual “yearbook” for the family planning community, reaching 4.5 million individuals 

globally, as well as Secretariat initiatives to contribute to national family planning conferences, strengthen Every 

Woman, Every Child accountability processes, and build bridges with strategic alliances with population, health 

and environment, rights-based family planning, and advocacy partners.  

Beth announced the status of new FP2020 commitments in 2019, including a formal submission by the 

Government of Gambia as well as several in process by governments (Central African Republic and Angola), 

multilaterals (UNAIDS), and civil society partners (World Vision). By the end of the year, we anticipate that 

FP2020 will have 49 commitments from partner countries, reflecting the interest and perceived benefit by 

countries to join this partnership even as the 2020 milestone approaches and that the movement continues to 

grow even during a time when there is significant push-back against women and sexual and reproductive health 

rights in many places around the world. 

In the next several weeks, FP2020 will host the Anglophone Africa Focal Point Workshop in Addis Ababa, 

Ethiopia, during which representatives from 18 countries (donor, government, civil society and youth focal points) 

as well as the Core Conveners to analyze progress, learn from other countries, prioritize catalytic actions and 

interventions for the next 18 months, and reaffirm roles and responsibilities to support coordination and 

stakeholder engagement. In response to feedback from youth participants, the Secretariat is debuting a Code of 

Conduct for input by meeting participants to address sexual harassment and misconduct which will outline 

expectations to create and maintain an environment free from discrimination, harassment, and intimidation that 

might impede collaboration or threaten the well-being of any partner (individual or organization), including those 

not employed by FP2020. This Code of Conduct will apply to all participants (including attendees, staff, 

consultants, and others as applicable) at FP2020-hosted discussions, events, or meetings. Going forward, 

FP2020 will now require that all participants read, agree to, and abide by this code of conduct when participating 

in any FP2020-hosted event. 

Finally, Beth highlighted key themes for the year for the Secretariat, which are reflected in the agenda over the 

course of the two-days, including the process to define the post-2020 vision for family planning, planning for and 

responding to the ECHO trial results, and strengthening partnerships across sectors and constituencies, including 

with adolescents and youth. 

The following points and action items surfaced during Reference Group discussion: 

• Secretariat to circulate the Code of Conduct for Sexual Harassment and Misconduct to the full RG for 

review and feedback. 

• Additional partnerships should be pursued to advance the UHC conversation, and entry points should be 

considered within the climate change agenda given upcoming COP. Reference Group members will 

serve as ambassadors in this venue and others including WHA, HLM at UNGA, ICPD+25, etc. 

• Assess impact of adding on new portfolios of work following the post-2015 strategic review (ex. AYFP and 

youth engagement, humanitarian/resilience building) and gaps that remain (ex. mobilizing and partnering 

with constituencies beyond focal point structure such as midwives, grassroots women’s’ movements) to 

determine what has worked and further opportunities for post-2020 planning. 

• Tackle the question of whether we are willing to move beyond information-sharing and transparency for 

accountability to actionable and “judgement” based accountability. Look at commitments made originally 
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through FP2020 by country/organization, assess how people are doing against their original commitment, 

and respond accordingly. 

The FP2020 partnership update can be found on the FP2020 website, along with other materials from the 

meeting. 

 

Session 2.1: Planning for the ECHO Trial Results: Potential Outcomes and Strategies 

Dr. Kanem opened the session by raising the urgency and implications of the ECHO Trial Results. Beth 

moderated the multifaceted session with presentations that focused primarily on risk assessment and mitigation 

planning underway at multiple levels.  

 

WHO’s Dr. Ian Askew provided a brief overview of the ECHO Trial, including the ECHO study goal, the ECHO 

study design, and WHO’s role to lead global-level efforts to prepare and respond to the results. To prepare for the 

release of the results, WHO convened a technical consultation in Lusaka, Zambia in February 2019 to review 

progress, policies, and programmes, and identify priority actions and communication messages. Representatives 

from countries and technical agencies were joined by experts to recommend actions for country and global 

stakeholders to undertake during three phases: prior to the release of the trial results (March-July); during the 

period while WHO Guideline Development Group reviews the body of evidence and evaluates to impact on its 

current recommendations (July-September); and following any revised recommendations (September onwards). 

Dr. Askew also reviewed the timeline for the WHO guideline review process, which proposes a guidance release 

date by the first week of October. Finally, he reviewed the role of other H6 partners such as UNFPA to support 

country coordination efforts and follow-up with priority countries to brief the Ministry of Health and other 

stakeholders and convene country-level working groups. 

Mitchell Warren of AVAC followed with a presentation on efforts to align the family planning and HIV communities 

to ensure consistent and complementary advocacy and messaging. He raised foundational points, including that 

programs, policies, and messages must reflect women’s right to know all available information regarding 

contraceptive method(s) being offered and acknowledged that women and girls weigh risks and benefits all the 

time. If properly delivered, information about DMPA and HIV risk should not cause women to abandon 

contraception or the method of choice. Ongoing engagement of women affected by these issues is critical to 

ensure that their perspectives and experiences guide planning and response efforts. In his closing, Warren 

cautioned against responding just to the ECHO results in a silo and advised that we rather build an infrastructure 

for advocacy, programs, and policies that reflect a new spirit and passion for “integration” that puts women at the 

center. 

Next, HC-HIV and FP advocate Angela Mutunga from JHPIEGO joined Yvette Alta Raphael from the International 

Community of Women Living with HIV Eastern Africa and an official member of the ECHO trial consortium 

expressed the perspective of some women living with HIV in Africa and elsewhere regarding the perception that 

DMPA causes or significantly increases the risk of HIV to raise awareness and ensure the Reference Group can 

effectively respond. The advocates highlighted the key points in the advocacy statement released after the WHO 

Technical Consultation in Lusaka. 

Dr. Joel Gondi then brought forward Kenya’s work to date to ensure that a country ECHO task team has been 

established and is well-prepared to respond with a rights-based, women-centered approach regardless of the 

results of the trial. In addition to the proactive approach the government has taken, Dr. Gondi raised some of the 

challenges experienced, including issues of communication and misinformation, human and financial resources, 

investments in advocacy, and the ability to reach those most affected including young people. 

 

The following points and action items surfaced during Reference Group discussion: 

• Members discussed the non-traditional (but available) ways that WHO can move faster from results to 

guidance phase, including for the WHO DG to call an international public health emergency (Ex. Ebola)  

http://www.familyplanning2020.org/about-us/reference-group
https://www.avac.org/sites/default/files/u76/Every%20Woman%20Matters_Statement.pdf
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• Determine advocacy steps to WHO DG to propose accelerated WHO approach.  

• Countries need to proactively determine resource mobilization approaches to support response. UNFPA 

already looking at contingency plan to make expand method mix with regards to procurement. Financiers 

such as GFF need to be brought into discussion to understand operational implications and opportunities 

for financing 

• Multi-pronged communication strategy to support the various phases from trial to results: 

• FP2020/AVAC bringing together communicators at end of April 
• Mobilize institutional platforms on RG to share information (Ex. the GFF platform for 

communications support) 
• Use existing convenings to socialize the findings (ex. Regional meeting in Brazzaville) 
• Combating misinformation is critical, particularly given the methods to disseminate information 

quickly and globally (Ex. Social media; “Fake news”)  
• Efforts must be cognizant of the three distinct but related forces: dolutegravir study released in 

May, ECHO results in July, and vaginal ring introduction in same window 
• Attention is critical for high-risk, high-prevalence countries but this should not discount the 

importance and planning to support low-risk, low-prevalence countries 
• Further, definition of high-risk is contextualized differently in different places 

• Follow-up on Lusaka statement requests (ex. Guidance advisory committee composition) 

• This is an ECHO moment but need to use this experience to strengthen the system and integration 

between HIV/FP 

• As Task Teams are set up at country level, need to ensure health workers and women are included in 

planning and response efforts. Task teams should not only be set up in high-risk countries, ex. India 

wants to organize national working group to organize all four phases effectively and ensure FP and HIV 

divisions are speaking in one voice. 

• Two countries on the high-risk list are still recovering from Cyclone Idai (Malawi, Mozambique) so a 

specific strategy is required for humanitarian settings. 

Additional ECHO resources can be found here: http://www.familyplanning2020.org/echo. 

 

Session 3.1: The Impact of Goal Setting: What We’ve Learned 

Emily Sonneveldt, PhD and Jason Bremner, PhD led the Reference Group through a two-part session to look 

back at the FP2020 goal and what we’ve learned about family planning goal-setting and progress over the last 

several years. Because there were several new members in the room, Emily and Jason reviewed the 

methodology and approach of the FP2020 measurement agenda and revisited the 120x2020 goal, including the 

process by which it was selected as a mobilizing ambition for the partnership. They reviewed FP2020 core 

indicators and the results framework, the annual measurement and reporting process, the machinations behind 

the FP2020 Progress Report, including the role of the PME WG and Track20 to monitor progress towards FP2020 

goals. After laying this groundwork, they went through several analyses using country data to contextualize the 

change we’ve seen and better understand aspects of progress with an eye toward informing a post-2020 

measurement framework and goal setting process. The second part of the session included an examination of 

different aspects of progress beyond growth in coverage, including method expansion, improving equity, and the 

relationships among fertility and contraceptive use. 

The following points and action items surfaced during Reference Group discussion: 

• The PME WG is poised to support the group’s post-2020 thinking by working on a post-2020 

measurement framework, including goal setting and indicators. They’re looking for the mandate to move 

forward – which the RG gave in principle – as well as basic parameters that will help them focus their 

efforts. PME WG leadership to work with Secretariat and Core Conveners to define approach that aligns 

with a supports the broader consultation process. 

http://www.familyplanning2020.org/echo
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• Given rich data are available, systematically bring together FP2020 and GFF to ensure data are informing 

GFF investments. 

• Various analyses requested or discussed: 

• Assessment of when FP2020 will actually achieve the 120 goal 
• How does GDP per capita growth correlate with CPR growth? 
• How does abortion play a role in results we are seeing (ex. Pakistan)? 
• What is underneath the TFR-CPR discordance? 

 

Session 4.1: From Primary Health Care to Universal Health Coverage: Ensuring Family Planning is at the 

Center 

Dr. Chris Elias opened the session reminding members that the Reference Group specifically requested that the 

thoughtful discussion on the integration of family planning into the universal health coverage (UHC) and primary 

health care (PHC) frameworks that took place at the July meeting be continued in this forum to elucidate key 

opportunities for practical action by the family planning community.  

Dr. Ian Askew kicked off the discussion by posing key issues/framing points for consideration by the Reference 

Group over the course of the session. To begin, he stated that FP2020 work needs to be positioned to take 

advantage of the SDG structure. The partnership is well-suited to bring forward rights and quality of care 

perspectives into UHC discussions in addition to ensuring integrated and sustainably financed health systems. He 

also raised the issue of progressive realization; countries can’t go from very little to everything all in one go, so 

there are implications of how/if/when family planning is included within this phased approach. Dr. Askew noted 

that WHO is moving toward helping countries have more explicit guidance around FP within UHC and developing 

WHO’s menu of recommendations of key interventions to be included in a technical package that will be released 

at the World Health Assembly. He noted that in addition to WHA, it will be critical for family planning partners and 

broader civil society to provide feedback on the package of interventions put forward, to ensure that priority is 

given to marginalized populations, and to promote accountability for a high level of quality and complete range of 

services to be provided by countries. Reference Group members discussed the dual-track which will inform 

decision-making - which is both technical and political – and noted that FP2020’s network at the country-level will 

be critical for influencing/positioning the WHO menu as decisions will ultimately be made there. 

In response to the Reference Group’s interest in a more comprehensive understanding on the growing UHC 

movement and ways in which family planning is being positioned within this framework, the Secretariat 

commissioned Cynthia Eldrige of Impact for Health to examine this issue. She presented key findings of her work, 

including that the FP community has a unique opportunity to advance its goals and strengthen universality in 

health care by moving UHC efforts towards coverage of community-based, high-quality, client-centered primary 

care that includes a strong focus on reproductive health and family planning. Across a range of country contexts, 

the FP community can leverage its strengths to advance UHC agendas and catalyze progress against its own 

goals in 5 key ways: people, providers, payment, packages, and political economy (outlined in more detail in her 

forthcoming paper).  

Monique Vledder followed this analysis with an update on the GFF expansion in the next six months among 8-14 

countries and stated that supporting countries to empower women, educate girls, and realize their sexual and 

reproductive rights is a center-piece of the Africa region Human Capital Business Plan. She briefed the group on 

the newly established ASRHR Technical Advisory Group and the GFF will add value in this space by providing: 
evidence for ASRHR interventions has improved dramatically in recent years but key gaps limit choice of 

intervention, implementations in new contexts, and scale; financing instruments to use resources in ways that 

respond to ASRHR needs; and multi-sectoral responses and accountability to maximize potential financing and 

impact for ASRHR outcomes. She concluded by highlighting two country case studies, in Afghanistan and 

Bangladesh, with a focus on quality and rights in purchasing of FP services. 

Each of the country partners discussed what policies and mechanisms are in place for UHC and whether FP is 

included benefits packages, how success if measured in their FP programs and whether that influences how 

these programs are financed, and if implementing performance-based financing and results-based financing 
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approaches are considered to ensure clinic quality and provider focus on client satisfaction through these 

financing mechanisms. Minister Adewole shared the recent developments in Nigeria regarding the inclusion of FP 

in the Basic Health Care Provision Fund and Dr. Gondi discussed Kenya’s roadmap for UHC which includes 

integrating FP into the National Health Insurance outpatient package as well as post-partum FP within the Linda 

Mama program. Details regarding these programs, as well as those of the other countries, can be found on the 

FP2020 website, along with other materials from the meeting. 

 

The following points and action items surfaced during Reference Group discussion: 

• FP community to capitalize on opportunities to influence the UHC agenda for 5 P’s: People, providers, 

payment, package, political economy  

• Support countries with the tools to illustrate the cost and FP’s economic value add. Important to make this 

case to show the return of FP investment, e.g. Cost for unintended pregnancy in economic perspective. 

• WHO is working on neutral perspective on a menu of options to be included within UHC and HRP is 

looking at FP strategies within those. The WHO recommendations will be released at the WHO Assembly. 

RG members and others need to balance neutral recommendations, country leadership and FP/SRHR 

priorities within an un-prioritized “long-list” menu – lifechanging implications based on what’s included.  

• Country perspectives suggest that costing and value for money may not be the way that a UHC package 

is determined.  FP partners need to stay engaged in country to make the case that FP be included in the 

UHC package.   

• Country to country exchanges on experiences with those who may be further behind in developing UHC 

packages and policies. 

• RG members to serve as FP and FP2020 champions in high-level forums such as UHC Session at UNGA 

Session 5.1: Post-2020 Consultation Processes and Topline Findings 

The Co-Chairs opened the morning by walking through the expectations for the full-day, with each session 

intended to contribute to the post-2020 discussion. Following the Reference Group meeting in July 2018, the Core 

Conveners and Secretariat contracted Deloitte Consulting to gather, process, and share stakeholder input to build 

a shared vision for family planning post-2020. The intent is to create an engaging space for dialogue and 

discussion with a neutral body to facilitate, and to avoid over overburdening existing partners such as the 

Secretariat as it remains ever critical to keep working toward our existing goals. Deloitte just completed the initial 

data gathering phase, including input through in-depth interviews with Reference Group members, and would 

provide a summary of findings from the global consultation in this session. The Co-Chairs reiterated the 

components of the schedule for the day: this session which focuses primarily on what we’ve learned from the 

consultation process managed by Deloitte, followed by a presentation by Manasa Priya Vasudeven of the YP 

Foundation and Andrew Mbencho Millan of Youth Health International on the post-2020 youth consultation results 

before moving onto an agenda item on very young adolescents, and then the post-2020 conversation will 

continue in the afternoon with a session that builds upon the data review in the morning, using sample vision 

themes as a tool to debate and discuss what could be included in a potential post-2020 vision statement. 

Dr. Kanem introduced Deloitte Colleagues who then discussed their approach to developing a post-2020 vision 

and reviewed where they are in the process, including progress to date. Since January, Deloitte has Conduct 

interviews to collect input from key stakeholders, hosted working sessions around the globe, launch a survey to 

increase depth of data, and augmented these efforts with desk research. In total, they have reached over 1,000 

respondents. In April, Deloitte focused primarily on synthesizing these inputs and translating them into visions 

themes for post-2020 vision. This consultation is the first part of a series of moments that will define and 

implement a vision for achieving the post-2020 vision in partnership with the global FP2020 community. 

http://www.familyplanning2020.org/about-us/reference-group
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In part one of their presentation (quantitative analysis), Deloitte colleagues presented some of their early findings 

on preferences by the community for vision themes, strategies, and tactics for FP2020 to continue to carry 

forward as well as challenges that should be addressed in a post-2020 world. In part two (qualitative analysis), 

they brought forward specific feedback from respondents on themes including equitable access, normalization, 

accountability, integration, communication, political will, SDGs, big tent philosophy, nuance in the private sector 

and tech isolation. 

Throughout the discussion, Reference Group members surfaced the following strategic choices and agreements 

that need to be agreed upon among FP2020 leadership regarding the vision for the future and how a platform for 

collaboration can support our goals. For example, Reference Group members wanted to discuss the following, 

which was not presented by Deloitte: 

• In what ways has the global landscape changed since 2012 to influence the vision (ex. SDG world, countries 

moving toward SRHR frameworks, FP2020 country commitments and more political will, 50 million left behind 

our anticipated – yet ambitious – trajectory)? 

• Upon which emerging development trends can the FP movement capitalize (ex. UHC)? 

• What are the opportunities and challenges that need to be addressed – what problem are we solving for aside 

from the milestone of 2020 that we are facing? 

• Strategic questions and choices to debate: 

o Nomenclature for the movement – for example, is family planning still what we want to call this 

agenda or is it something else more inclusive that resonates with audiences we are trying to reach 

(such as adolescents)? 

o Scope – is it a specific vision for family planning or can we move into a broader SRHR agenda? 

o Accountability – how far are we willing to go? Can we move beyond information and transparency 

(neutral) to something more ambitious/potentially more effective (judgement-based)? 

o Goal Setting – how does this factor in? What results do we want to see beyond the numerical goal 

(ex. Reducing unmet need, demand satisfied indicator of the SDGs, rights-based indicators)? 

o Universality versus Focus/Prioritization – are we trying to reach everyone, everywhere or would we 

want to be more focused (ex. Geographically) – how do we have a unifying movement while reaching 

the full range of stakeholders (ex. Grassroots)? We tend to frame based on where we’ve come from 

vs. where we’re going – but some things are radically changing. For example, by 2030, most 

countries will be MIC except for 30 failed states. What we need to do in those 30 countries is radically 

different from economically/emerging economies that we have thought of to date as the developing 

world. How does our vision address these concepts? 

o Financing – vertical funds versus supporting integrated financing strategies. We talk about 

sustainable access without financing to support this endeavor, so how do we make this meaningful? 

o And finally, what is the role of the partnership in all of this and what does FP2020 (RG, Funders, CC, 

Secretariat, PME WG, Focal Points, etc.) take on? 

Reference Group members also had specific feedback on the survey instruments and methodology for the 

consultation and analysis, including what was asked and who was included. Overall, Reference Group members 

expressed their appreciation of the useful insights emerging from data and acknowledged that this is the most 

extensive survey to date on family planning asking the community to reflect their own priorities and visions for the 

future.   

Session 5.2: Post-2020 Consultation Processes with Youth-Led Organizations and Topline Findings  

Dr. Kanem recalled the November ICFP where over 600 young people were active and vocal participants and 

stated that young people are now fully established as essential to our capacity to achieve our family planning 
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goals. FP2020 has embraced the importance of young people to our agenda as well as the value you they bring 

to the partnership and outcomes in their own communities. She highlighted the purpose of the session which is to 

look more closely at how the partnership and better partner with young people and understand how to support 

countries to strengthen their adolescent commitments and expand their efforts to create the favorable conditions 

for adolescent behavior change, especially in terms of contraceptive uptake. 

The youth representatives on the Reference Group, Manasa and Andrew, presented their findings from five youth 

consultations (in-person and online) and the preliminary results from the Restless Development assessment on 

FP2020 engagement of young people to date. Reference Group members provided their initial reactions to the 

ideas and recommendations generated by the youth consultations and strategized about ways to better integrate 

the youth perspective into the post-2020 agenda. Barriers to meaningful participation were raised, including the 

lack of investment in youth networks necessary to participate in meetings/decision-making forums as well as the 

capacity required for strategic engagement by young people once they are “at the table.” The findings are 

summarized in the materials found here: http://www.familyplanning2020.org/reference-group. 

Session 6.1: Critical to Progress – Very Young Adolescents 

Manasa and Andrew opened the session with an overview of adolescent and youth focused FP2020 

commitments to set the stage for discussion on ways to strengthen and accelerate progress through more 

detailed and evidence-informed plans that improve SRHR outcomes for very young adolescents. 44/45 countries 

articulate a commitment to adolescents and youth within their broader FP2020 commitments. And while some are 

consistently strong and clear (several exemplars were noted including Ethiopia, Malawi, Mozambique, and 

Liberia), many of the commitments aren’t very different from those that were made well over 20 years ago at 

ICPD in 1994. Andrew and Manasa noted that commitments often do not reflect available data on young people 

and continue to perpetuate ineffective approaches and the realities of young people’s lives. Through their 

consultative process, the FP2020 youth representatives summarized a series of recommendations to inform the 

development and promote the implantation of youth commitments going forward, including in the next iteration of 

the partnership.  

Dr. Bob Blum followed with a presentation on the importance of promoting and measuring key antecedents to 

positive ASRH behaviors with very young adolescents. He briefed the Reference Group on the research findings 

of the Global Early Adolescent Study (GEAS) which seeks to improve understanding of the factors, expectations, 

and norms around gender in early adolescence that shape health trajectories later in life. He put forward key 

reflections from the preliminary research with the GEAS to set the groundwork for discussion, including: gender 

norms are an entry to understanding ASRHR for young adolescents, focusing on young adolescents allows for 

identifying the upstream antecedents of sexual and other development risks, a focus on girls to the exclusion of 

boys benefits neither group, young adolescents are less naïve than previously understood, including regarding 

sexual behaviors, and as currently crafted, the FP2020 indicators should incorporate a different set of measures 

in order to be relevant and effectively improve the ASRHR futures of adolescents. 

The following points and action items surfaced during Reference Group discussion: 

• Share research findings with Reference Group members 
 

• Reference Group members to assess how their efforts and the FP2020 partnership going forward can 
better meet the needs of early adolescents, even if not directly tied to providing them with contraception 
(except in the relatively rare cases where this is needed). 

 
Session 7.1: From Vision to Action 

Deloitte Consulting colleagues returned for the second portion of their presentation which focused on the arc of 

the post-2020 family planning work for 2019-2020 followed by a review of example vision themes that could 

shape the development of a vision statement. Deloitte put forward an expanded view of the dissemination phase 

and a proposed post-2020 process timeline, emphasizing that the consultation conducted through the first half of 

http://www.familyplanning2020.org/reference-group
https://www.geastudy.org/
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the year is the first part of a series of moments that will define and implement a vision for achieving the post-2020 

vision in partnership with the global FP2020 community. Deloitte, in partnership with the Core Conveners and 

Secretariat, would use the coming weeks to integrate the feedback from the Reference Group and additional 

interviews/research to develop a draft report with a proposed vision including key elements/principles that 

emerged from the global consultation to be disseminated in-person at Women Deliver and digitally through 

FP2020 channels. Immediately following Women Deliver, Deloitte will gather additional feedback from the 

community to inform a final report by August 2019. The Reference Group, Core Conveners, and Secretariat will 

use the ICPD+25 milestone to unveil the vision for post-2020 and paint broad stroke commitments to new 

approaches and strategic shifts. Following ICPD+25, and in anticipation of the next International Conference on 

Family Planning (date TBC), the group will work on specifics for implementing the vision including the defining 

new goals, focuses, approaches, partnerships, and architectures needed to realize the 2030 vision.  

Deloitte then opened the discussion on potential vision themes for the future of family planning. They stated that a 

successful/compelling vision would be activating, articulate, anchoring, accessible, and aspirational. Through 

analyses of in-depth interviews, working sessions, and the global survey, they uncovered that a rights-based 

approach would need to underpin pillars that included: sustainable access, quality of products and services, 

normalization, and equity of access. In order to achieve the vision, strategies including data, youth/developing 

future leaders, accountability, and integration of services would need to be at the forefront. Finally, they noted 

vision themes with a comparative focus on sustainability, social norms, or client/consumer at the center could be 

emphasized.  

The following points and action items surfaced during Reference Group discussion: 

• Reference Group members had a series of questions and provided feedback on subject matter covered, 

survey design, methodology for analysis, and their role going forward.  

• Reference Group members acknowledged that a significant amount of work had been completed and 

appreciated the ability to review the data in the early stages of the process.  

• They committed to continuing to play an informant/advisory role going forward and would contribute as 

needed along the arc presented through 2019-2020. 

• Shutting down FP2020 and not having this partnership in some shape or form is not up for discussion and 
should be taken off the table. 

• The next meeting of the Reference Group on post-2020 is scheduled to take place in advance of the 

opening plenary at Women Deliver so that members and alumni can receive an update and review key 

messages to inform conference dialogue. 

Session 8.1: The Road to Nairobi 

Dr. Natalia Kanem led a short session on the Nairobi Summit to be convened by UNFPA and the Governments of 

Kenya and Denmark from 12-14 November 2019. The high-level conference will accelerate the groundbreaking 

promise of ICPD where 179 countries committed to enabling people to make informed choices about their sexual 

and reproductive health as a matter of fundamental human rights. She noted that Reference Group members can 

use this moment to influence the agenda, showcase commitments, and position as core actors. 5,000 people are 

expected to participate - high level representation from Governments – Heads of State, Heads of Government 

and Ministers; young people; private sector; civil society; and community partners. UNFPA invited Reference 

Group members to play a key role before, during and after the Nairobi summit - to accelerate the implementation 

of the ICPD Agenda and is currently exploring ways in which the Secretariat can support some of these efforts to 

ensure FP remains up front and center throughout the Summit.  

Dr. Kanem highlighted the following entry-points for Reference Group members to engage going forward: 

o In the lead-up to the event: Develop and finalize commitments to the ICPD, co-create the Nairobi 

Summit, contribute to the outcome document, support other methods of engagement  
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o During the event: High-level dialogue, multi-stakeholder sessions, showcasing, events, 
networking, FP2020-led side event highlighting FP at the heart of ICPD, announcement of 
commitments to the ICPD Programme of Action, commitment to the outcome document  

o 2020-2030: Accountability and impact - implementing outcomes and honoring commitments 
 
Session 8.3: Outstanding Items and Next Steps 
 

Beth Schlachter thanked the Reference Group for fruitful discussions and debate and acknowledged the 

significant contributions from members to co-create the agenda and develop content to feed into each session. As 

always, there were specific requests for the Reference Group members/institutions, the Secretariat, Track20 and 

the PME WG to consider and take forward. We expect that progress against these requests will be woven into 

discussions at the next Reference Group meeting. Many of the country partners around the table made bold 

commitments during the meeting and the Secretariat will follow-up directly on those. Finally, the Secretariat 

outlined a robust agenda for 2019 and looking ahead to 2020, including the following: 

2019-2020 FP2020 Focal Point Workshops 

• May 13-17: Anglophone Africa Workshop, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, will include CSO and youth days  

• Fall 2019 TBC: Francophone countries workshop consultation, to be followed by workshop date TBC 

Women Deliver – Vancouver, Canada from June 3-6  

• June 4: Breakfast for Reference Group members and alumni 

*Please let us know if you will be there so we can send you an invitation 

• June 4: FP2020-hosted side event, Beyond 2020: The Future of the Global Family Planning Partnership 

• FP2020 co-organizing two concurrent session tracks: Improving Access to FP/RH Services and Girls and 

Women’s Health, Safety, and Wellbeing in Humanitarian Settings 

• Co-hosting or participating in a number of other concurrent sessions or side events 

• FP2020 will have an exciting booth presence – please stop by! 

Release of ECHO Trial Results - expected mid-July 

International AIDS Society Conference – Mexico City, Mexico from July 21-24 

• FP2020 co-hosting satellite session on the ECHO trial with AVAC, WHO, and the ECHO consortium 

African Regional International Conference on Midwives – Windhoek, Namibia from September 12-14 

• Collaborating with ICM and WHO on potential sharing of MEC guidelines on PPFP/PAFP 

Performance and Monitoring Evidence Working Group – Fall 2019 (TBC) 

Nairobi Summit on ICPD25 – Nairobi, Kenya from November 12-14 

• Working closely with UNFPA to highlight family planning as central to the ICPD agenda 

2019 Reference Group Meetings – November 18-20, 2019 

• Save the Date; location still TBC 

• Launch of 2018-2019 Annual Progress Report  


